Lawrence Housing Rehabilitation Grant Program Guidelines
Home Repair Program Guidelines for Administration
Purpose: To help homeowners of the Lawrence School district to make needed repairs to
their homes.

Sponsored by: The Lawrence Township Board and The Lawrence United Methodist Church
Types of Assistance: Eligible low income owners of housing units in the project area may
have their homes improved using grants from Lawrence Township.
A. Grants up to $2,500 per eligible household will be awarded upon approval of grant application,
proof of income, and verification of needed repairs.
B. In order to assure that benefits remain with eligible beneficiaries, grant recipients must sign a
lien agreement which stipulates that all or a portion of the rehabilitation grant must be repaid if
the recipient ceases to be an owner/occupant within five years. Payback amounts will be
prorated by the amount of time in the home based on 20% per year. At the end of five years
from the date of the lien, the total amount will be forgiven.
a. For example, if the owner sells the home or dies in year 3, 40% of the lien will be
forgiven with 60% of the lien remaining to be repaid upon sale or transfer of the home.
C. All liens will be recorded with the Van Buren County Clerk. Cost to record the lien will be added
the grant amount to determine the total lien amount.
D. If a balance remains on the lien at the time of transfer, the beneficiary or new owner may apply
to participate in the program for the remaining term of the lien. Eligibility will be based on the
guidelines in effect at the time of the transfer.

Applicant Eligibility:
E. No member of the governing body of Lawrence Township or Lawrence United Methodist Church
and no other official, employee, or agent of Lawrence Township or Lawrence United Methodist
Church who exercises policy, decision –making functions, or responsibilities in connection with
the administration of the grant program shall directly or indirectly be eligible for this program
without the written consent of both governing bodies of Lawrence Township and Lawrence
United Methodist Church.
F. Income eligibility will be based on the annual published poverty guidelines by the federal
government. As of 2013, this is:

